Beat the Heat Summer Cruising
Powerboat Racing Left Turn Only
Bay Watersports \Vakeboarding 101
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Range of Motion: “Move Forward, Momma”

fter 26 some-odd years of cnusing all over the Chess-
Apﬂlh Bay, we got really smart and boughe an carly

Christras present last September. A Tohatsu 9.8 has
replaced the obd, leaking, impertinent, long-shaft outhoard we
had “stalen”™ aff our Merit 25, The new outhaoard is head and
showlders sbove the old one, which had the temperament and
usefulness of a toddler long overdue for # nap. After buying it on
sabe ondine, we'll have it senviced each year by Chuck Halm 1T
at Casa Rio Marina in Maye, MDY Thanks, Chuck, for recom-
mmending the new motor to us.

That eutheard
rans our 11-foot
dinghy and four
wocupants like 2
champ. When
we'ne eady to
plane, T move for-
ward to sit on the

oo, capitain Jim
rsdges towand

| amidships, the
kads hunker down
and hang on in

A Cruiser's Top 10 Things
To Bring on a Dinghy Ride

1. Paper or Plastic—The dinghy's up-to-date reglersation. (Most of our pesky numbers
either disintegraved or fell off already, almost & soon as we had “sdhered” them.)

2. “May I See Your 1D, Sir"—Your driver's license,

3. Sir Om le—aAr beast two throwable cushions for safery and comifort

for the navigator's back and butn
4. Line Up—Two dock lines for tie-ups and whatnor.
5. Serap On-—Life jackers on all bodies.

6. SruffIr—A backpack, because you never know what you will find onshore,
inchading pantry provisions, liquer cabinet replacements, chocolase milkc...

the middle, and we hit it. Once we arrive at optimal cruising
speed, everybody resumes their original positions and sits back to
enjoy the ride and the view

What surprises me: the most is how much that new outhoard
has expanded aur range of mosion. Already this ssason we have
seen many more parts of Saint Leonard and Trippe crecks, the
three crecks that feed Solomons harbor, and the Rhode, Tred
Avon, West, and Wie rivers. The Tohatsa enables us toview, up
close, the Hora, Fuona, houses, and other buildings onshore and
explore new-to-us shallow spoes all over the place.

']":}kjng a needed hreak from limited onboard amusements;
thee kads ke riding waves and putting their hands in the warer,
while everyone enjoys seeing places we've never heen able or
willing to get to. The dinghy/maotor combo also enables us to ac-
cess restaurants 2nd other amusements onshore while anchoring
out. §o far this year, we've dinghied into Schooners in Onford
for a Mother's Day lunch, thed up t the dock at the Tiki Bar in
Sobomons (parely for hydration purposes), hit Vera's Beach Club
Restaurant & Marina for lunch and an island drink on the beach,
amd dinghied from a meoring buoy in Annapolis to Eastpor and
beyond. Now, we look to & season of parking our cruis
ing boat in a lovely anchorage, unleashing the dinghy, sooming
all over the place, and exploring more places at "see Jevel ™

The options are endless. (Our backpack alse contains baseball cape [visors point

forwurd, ot over the nape of our necks], extra pnscreen to re-smother skin thar hasn't seen sun for a while, bug spray [a seal life-
saver for one of our kids whe is the dream dinner of horseflies, mesquitoes, no-see-ums, and other wingsd pests], icy cold beverages
for all ages snug in their huggies [or kooges, if you will], portable snacks for the younger crowd, our wallets, and our camerss. )

7. Where Am 1} —Nautical paper charts.
8. Ugh, Something Smells—Gus/fuel for your joumney,
9. Shady Characters—Sunglasses.

1. Sock It To Me, Baby—{iood walking shoss with secks, No sock-less crocs, fiip-fops, or other nonsensical foorwear allowed. What's
with kics and their shoes these days?! Whatever happened to arch supports?

What's Not on the List?

OF. 1 didn't include the rwo oars thar are ammached 1o our dinghy for backup propulsion purposes. Bur, do you see any cellphones,
iPads, iPads, or Kindles on my top-10 list for 3 dinghy-based adventure? Nope. And you never will
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