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That Sinking Feeling

n February 24, after multiple
Ohbenims of enow had mostly

melted away, iy brother-in-law's
31-foot Stamas neasdy sk In e dlipon
Cadle Creck, When our next-door neigh
burs poticed that the bout looked low in
the water, they immediately calied my hus-
band to say as much, Jim then calied my

"When she vwus high enough out of the
water that my body weight wasn't a prob-
lem, I boarded the boat, found a 2.5-gallon
bucket onbogrd, and hand bailed o speed
things up. She came up nicely, It was one
of the easiest rises I're done. 1 made sure
ber butteries und bilge pumps workied and
returmied to the marina.”

The groal v to get the boat up high enough
s the punps can cich up with the water
coming in, Each situation is differenr,
though,”

“T recumned to the boat the nex day,
double-checked to make suse she was OK,
and got both curboards to start. With 50-
knot winds expected the next day and the
creek cleured somewhiar

brother-in-law, who quickly
goi on the hom with

Casa Rio Marina nearhy,
Boatll.5., and others

Luckaly, Charles {Chuck)
Hobm I waorks at the ma-
rina and was avatlable m re-
spond, saying, “When news
of & boat nnhngmmm
in, it's the 911 call of our
business. Oves the course
of 2 year, we'll respoind to
a half & dozen of thess,”
Chack is certified to work
on antboands and manine
generatons and has worked
at the marina for two years
now. And, he used to bhe
a marine diver,

“1 deopped everything
1'was doing, loaded up the
truck with a generator and
pump, and grabbed all the
tools | could think of that
1 would need. When I got
to the dock, the boat's rwin
225 outboards were almost
vompletely submerged, and
the boat was jeed into its
slip. Dassessed the sitwation
and broughs some equip-
ment down to the dock. 1
first quickly chipped away at
the ice and moved the boat

of ice, we decided to have
the Owiier arTange a tow
o Rhode River Marina
for  full checkup. My
marina was stall jeed in 1
unitied and stuyed on the
bout while TowHBoatll.5
ot pf Annapobs towed
her b the masog
wanted to make sure
everything wis secured,
Richard mee us at Rhode
River Masism, picked
me up, and got me back
o my track. Before |
left the boat, she had
been backed up to the
bulkhesd and had alveady
been picked up by that
facility's big forklift. Sqfe
and soand.”

When we st spoke,
Chuack reminded me
that while winterizing
sy owm bioat, he had
noticed that the port
engine didn't tale in the
anpifrerze well. He just
wanied to make sure
we pot that checked out
before the spring splash
at Casa Rio Marina

“This just goes to chow

near the dock. I then ripped

upra plasric grocery bag into

bits and picces :ml}mmmcd. them into all
the thorough-hulls I could reach to stop
water from continning to enter the tat.
Luckily, the dock had clectriciry. | stayed
on the dock and put a 110=wolt water pump
in the boat, Ir kicked ineo action, and the
boat started to lift back up. Meanwhile,
the neirhbor cume by and offered help if
needesd us did our general manager, Rich-
ard Maldeis.”

10 April 2090 PropTaik

Going above and bayend... Chck Holm says, “It's my job.”

*The good news is the engines never
wete completely submenged, and ne water
got inside the cabin, She didn't go all the
wray dewn fo the bottem. 1 we had left her
alnne for two more houss, it would have
been a different story, We would probably
have had to call in a diver. Sometimes,
'rhough. when a hoat sinks, Jou Cin e
the four surroanding pilings to jck ber up
with air-filled lif bags and a diver.

you how importans it i
o develop a solid rela-
tionship with o marina and i saff. We've
used the services of Casa Rio Marina for
ahout 20 years nows we don't nickle and
time then, and they don't nickel and dime
us, The marina has always taken good care
of 16 and our baats.

We can’t thank you enaugh, Chuck.
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